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life + culture

FINDING BEAUTY IN “REALLY UGLY
COLORS”
Michael Bargo reinterprets French Postmodern design
with Galerie Gabriel.

BY CAMILLE OKHIO PUBLISHED: MAY 12, 2025

Courtesy Of Mouvements Modernes

W hat is it really that a gallerist is meant to do? To sell, yes, but

also to cultivate. The best dealers are involved in every stage

of an artist or designer’s career, including managing museum

acquisitions, brokering important commissions and creating a

sort of lore or language around an artist’s practice. It wasn't always like

this, however. French duo Gérard Dalmon and Pierre Staudenmeyer of

Néotù, who opened their first New York gallery in 1990 after years

dealing in Paris, were known for being at the forefront of this approach.

https://www.elledecor.com/author/239162/camille-okhio/
https://www.elledecor.com/life-culture/
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Courtesy Of Mouvements Modernes

Martin Szekely’s Leone Wardrobe, 1989

Now, 35 years later, the pair's inventory and approach is being revived

with the help of New York-based dealer and interior designer Michael
Bargo, who curated an exhibition of works commissioned by Néotù

opening May 12 at Manhattan's Galerie Gabriel. Bargo, who is known for

a deft handling of archival material and studious, sophisticated approach

to interior design, including his work for The Row, paralleled perfectly

with Dalmon and Staudenmeyer’s ethos.

“The choice of Michael was a very obvious one, because he reminds me

of Staudenmeyer,” says the gallery's founder, Nancy Gabriel. “He has this

sharp curatorial eye and a deep knowledge of decorative art, design,

fashion and interiors. He was the only choice.”

https://www.instagram.com/michaelbargo/?hl=en
https://galeriegabriel.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstPKC2WA-uT2BX9TC4Ixm8lOce0KMO483HWFO51pxJX79FaQYWOdd9fYdUgG05OdH7oPRAg30niIf3FrLCBathnj2K2gQHC4uswx3HCUox0P9fQt61qGTSvqcHTk61FxLmYEQaOLoFLUM2l_XpWU24mXauhq3ZUppq4jHrPnIoZsK-8_L6NUcmgGEXqyDY&sai=AMfl-YQ5Q_T2v9kytp7M4SPZW1odQdv3w8qOkQhwBgJoDK5ALozO2S9MtY-0NQbbdNOdRpKTml5VP_2_N4pV&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIoC187LpBro&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjstNrRfNknliS3cOTfNBgLqA0bh4Nve1jYAWA5yLLG-zTwqYopqw8YkOGWNCE_CEQM9jEKAtXGE5Yf-2hVxXbg-U7uEVy7hkKS7thSrZi37j6j3qHMKgU0yWFxqCzSxtEiil7a5dOEKO401LDJWprgCbE-XHtUsYSj4l3xQf3HUtsdm7VcnBlPWrLAlSUVcUOVIaeRKPjxDAKdCNxEEl0ZtIYwJEM6pEFZqj-iAqgxfNLCcOTQvK83dUT-ia_CTPPg_1v3tsRvfotuO7Gtl9hFu7HUmK5DriK41PZn9THLZ-4U_fz-OdcAorCeWdSFU_8q3YvVzoclxG6FHn5jz-sVEgTrJpcvN1_EFATcv2z1OdLZCXN8DO7aAXXD_-zcskckWG2QaiAu4L6o7yt97BpYXm05sJT6mculcgGquWxhyVcv9r_YjPKlBg%26sai%3DAMfl-YRGystL8It-1_HaY1UujuYAxg8VZKMcLDjay67gPXb50khWng6mX-pD3i1y2DYADFjCZuTkkSkU3ZWP_yhgZi9kwj9BfIOv2OcgF2bDb5oqfHGyUqw40MSjW-rl8r5aHmh2he87t0w5Sf94GdEz_UDT3Rn2xd6ZEz7bxzj6Ha0CS4pt3-Nv0ENUgEHQTXvIykCnMioqwQ_z81zTpdPAZVvEH_JSvuaAugfGfnSTS1w%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzHnxQpGxMCWJEAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%253Fv%253DEcYXZyhfZJQ%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
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Courtesy Of Galerie Gabriel

Michael Bargo’s curation at Galerie Gabriel

The project originally began ten years ago, when Gabriel met Sophie

Mainier-Jullerot, a collaborator of Staudenmeyer and founder of

Mouvements Modernes. They soon embarked on a collaborative

research process that covered all of the information they could find on

Néotù. Dalmon and Staudenmeyer worked with radical designers of the

era like Garouste & Bonetti, Martin Szekely, Patrick Naggar, and Pucci de

Rossi. In February of this year, Gabriel and Mainier-Jullerot reached out

to Bargo.

Néotù’s program was at its core about freedom, says Gabriel. The gallery

encouraged artists to go as far as they could, think as big as possible, and

to privilege new ideas over accepted understandings of beauty. This

adventurous approach inspired Bargo, he says. “It is quite easy to use

overtly beautiful objects, colors, and fabrics all the time. On this project I

used these really ugly colors that I would typically run away from. I like

that creative challenge.”
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https://www.mouvementsmodernes.com/
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https://www.elledecor.com/life-culture/travel/a64321657/meet-the-hoxton-florence/?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.elledecor.com/life-culture/a64582763/the-philadelphia-show-surprises-with-several-soulful-works-of-art/?itm_source=parsely-api
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Courtesy Of Mouvements Modernes

Portrait of Gérard Dalmon and Pierre Staudenmeyer in Néotù’s New York gallery
on Greene Street, 1990.

This new show will include several rare works that had previously only

been seen in private collections: A chair by Patrick Naggar from 1989

stands in one corner of Galerie Gabriel’s Sutton Tower penthouse, which

is similar in spirit to Néotù’s original Soho loft space. Elsewhere, a

wardrobe from 1989 by Martin Szekely stands like a monument to

minimalism. The glass top of a Pucci de Rossi desk from 1988 balances

delicately upon five gold orbs, while one of Dan Friedman’s quieter

pieces—a three-legged desk in silver and cream—reads as somewhere

between Star Wars and the Wolf of Wall Street. Also on show are several

pieces by the best-known duo the gallery represented, Garouste &

Bonetti. One distinct, pierced silver cabinet topped with bone-like

formations from 1992 looks as if the Flintstone’s interior designer was let

loose in the Wrightsman galleries of New York's Metropolitan Museum of

Art.
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Courtesy Of Galerie Gabriel

Pucci de Rossi desk from 1988 at Galerie Gabriel

Bargo’s assemblage of Néotù’s inventory, much of it one-offs or small

edition commissions, reflects his larger vision to bring museum-quality

design into quotidian spaces. There is something scholarly about his

work for The Row, treating the spaces he designs for the brand like the

homes of discerning collectors whom he gently guides. “At New York

School of Interior Design, the classes I loved most were the classes on

the history of design, starting in the 16  century,” says Bargo. “When I

moved to New York I bought a book a month and dove into each to really

research and understand. Now I have an extensive library, which has

become much more honed as my knowledge has grown.” When Gabriel

approached Bargo about the Néotù project, she loaned him one of her

books on Staudenmeyer.

th
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Courtesy Of Mouvements Modernes

Gérard Dalmon’s apartment in New York

Bargo found lessons applicable to the current day. “Staudenmeyer was so

fearless. He had this ‘I don’t give a fuck attitude,” Bargo says. “Today,

everything looks the same...The pieces he commissioned are radical,

whimsical, some of them are even ugly, but there is something really

beautiful about that.”

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuQcAi2HzcO0fBpHVzj3A5Tkqm1XluDeMzPiOl24l-7plxkUtHUhM3WKGEFLVg6uVUerDbHPjfdGqXqqDuB16pRoHbRSkdMJTCVsoepFu15GMo6QovAOmF7BDU_pKFx0X9GqOOCK12RQD-9QWAmKjrdeSUOj9d8TxWaVqgPXg_WJPH-_Kqs5r2k1NFTvHk&sai=AMfl-YRu9gQgT2nwGpJAmCA_KEHvvOqOvF5J7r0IO8oZGf6jeaeHPWhmIfyowSdOdT4vFMOSWue42Y4fIXJd&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPIoJ2R_6TDm&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjssu6lSxo5SsYEOJyDNA9lMVhDQ-b3lQrauZShIYqOYjgXv1QtwLIGm86JYwvgzbGK8_xvIb9jkDuDOBpOtF_Ora4oTlIEAv7gs5bbKfmezSiRtXx64_Si8B8ZLBk8tYJJeu-5sGK4qltfs0UG8hH6vVLDMVOyAdyqkJJSGTzFgRH8E52m_-axnXzdFX5aNzGsg0nTF362DB9pGXXhwm086o8KdIjt_h-6FPHmAI730t8fkIYqHiMG4_pm40x91rnTD_7d6bzYTvP7ftSTRRUazak79eK60jinr48vvSqjOEy6oP02hFmW7jeG_fhl87taM3PfuKXEyJcPpp0b7aE_Rx7Dizw2GgJ-DnLvW3GKmbYYmNvJQvaoCVet5oXvBIs3gYbb2viZBLC8LxNz04bK35uP0uGhghCCshYLS9ZYpp8mYJSwUhimfv%26sai%3DAMfl-YRomb-4k4SLyR-2m4fkiaDeDxL69vgjjued4glfA1P_aHsz41vxLjCk6vq5hAKiELT8vEsKmDdlAo3xeuPv0_BQZx9wUYgW35efv4m9yTxEGMzonMKKDGmx9UlCKFAofJ0yDZ0rAwcmWc0XTxee1yfDGKX9cEs6y1N9FclUXR_BtpTyH2Ilr_RwV7NDHvlCwly8FAJnD7YIiAu02r-KDiJ_X4oexFyXCFKBDzbFfas%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzLEpQnO0JUH-EAE%26fbs_aeid%3D%255Bgw_fbsaeid%255D%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%253Fv%253DEcYXZyhfZJQ%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
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W A T C H  N E X T

5 Ways to Elevate Your Living Room | ELLE
Decor + Decorating Den Interiors

Courtesy Of Mouvements Modernes

Garouste & Bonetti Silver Cabinet, 1992

Bargo's process entails familiarizing himself deeply with his clients in

order to intimately understand and address their needs. When there is

no singular client, he invents one, concocting a narrative around their

life and then populating that narrative with furniture, fabrics, and

objects.

From Paris to New York: 35 Years Later will run through October 17.
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CREATED BY ELLE DECOR FOR

CREATE A HOUSE YOU LOVE—AND THAT
LOVES YOU BACK

Emotional design is about creating a home that doesn’t just please the eye,
but also feeds the soul.

BY: LAUREN PURCELL
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We’ve all had an experience like this: You walk into a high-ceilinged living room with light pouring in through the
windows, and you feel instantly energized. Inspired, even. Or you step through the door of a cozy bedroom with

soft lighting, a plush rug, and layered textiles, and your shoulders relax—in fact, your whole system seems to slow
down. That’s emotional design in action: the idea that the design of the homes (and offices) where we spend our

time can have a powerful effect on our moods and even our behavior.

CLICK FOR MORE...
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